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THE CONNECTICUT COMMON SCHOOL JOURNAL 
WILL SE PUBLISHED EVERY MONTH, 
AT THE PRICE OF FIFTY CENTS A YEAR. 


Persons wishing to subscribe, can forward their names and remittan- 
ces, to the member of the Board of Commissioners for their County, 


orto the Secretary of the Board at Hartford, or to the postmaster of 


the town in which they reside. 





TO THE FRIENDS 

OF THE CONNECTICUT COMMON SCHOOL JOURNAL. 

The aid already afforded this Journal is, it is hoped, but the 
pledge of that increased patronage which it is yet to receive, 
and which is @ssential to its success. Nothing short of a gen- 
erous subscription will meet the expense of a periodical fur- 
nished at so cheap arate; some numbers of which, too, in or- 
der to promote the great cause of popular education, must, dur_ 
ing the first year at least, be circulated gratuitously. Besides, 
it has been the desire of the Board of Commissioners, as soon 
as they could feel themselves justified in doing it in a pecuni- 
ary point of view, to have the Journal issued semi-monthly ; a 


step which some of the most intelligent and ardent friends of 


common schouls earnestlgerecommend. 

This periodical must rely on individual exertion. It can- 
not afford toemploy a paid agent to travél through the State 
and procure subscribers. County conventions and associations 
may recommend it ever so strongly, as they have already 
done, but personal effort will alone sustain it. 

Those who have kindly engaged to make this effort, and 
those whose duty it has been made by the county and town as- 
sociations, to promote its circulation, are earnestly reminded 
that now is the lime to give permanency and vigor to the Jour- 
nal. Lose the present favorable opportunity of doing this, and 
it may belong, indeed, before such another one will return. 

All who have procured subscribers, are requested to send 
their names, without delay, to the Secretary of the Board of 
— ioners; and any Teachers who will forward the 
naties of subscribers, and remittances for four numbers, shall 
receive a fifth gratuitously. 





We have occupied nearly this entire number with the Laws 
of this State respecting Schools and the Education of Chil- 
dren. And by direction of the Commissioner of the School 
Fund and the Comptroller of Public Accounts, we shall trans- 
mit to the Clerk of each School Society as many copies as 
there are School Districts therein ;—one of which the Clerk is 
requested to forward to the Clerk of each District—and in case 
there is none elected, to the District Committee. It is desira- 
ble that it should’be preserved for the use of the inhabitants 
and the school in such district. 

We shall also enclose a copy to the Clerk, and to the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Visiters, for each School Society. 





Blank forms for the returas of the conditions of the common 
schools ineach district, ave been or will be transmitted to the 
clerk of each school society, as prescribed by the Board; which 
the school visiters will cause to be filled out, completed and re- 
turned to the elerk of the society by the last day of Feb. next. 


THE LAWS OF CONNECTICUT, 


RESPECTING SCHOOLS AND THE EDUCATION OF 
CHILDREN. 


CHAPTER I. 


| An Act for the regulation of School Societies, and for the 


support of Schools. 
School societies, how constituted ; may hold meetings ; elect officers. 


Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in General Assembly convened, That all inhabit- 
ants living within the limits of ecclesiastical societies incorpo- 
rated by law, shall constitute school societies, and shall annu- 
ally meet some time in the months of September, October or 
November, or at such other time as they may judge proper, at 
the usual place in such society for holding meetings, or at such 
other place as may be designated, by a vote of the society, 
upon a warning and notice to be given to them, at least five 
days before such meeting, by the committee of the society, or 
if there be no committee, by the clerk; and being lawfully as- 
sembled, they shall choose a moderator, a clerk, a treasurer, and 
three or more of their members to be a committee, to order the 
aflairs of the society for the yearensuing. The clerk shall 
take the oath prescribed by law, and shall make entries of all 
the dws and proceedings of the society, a copy of which, at: 

i . i 1 ha cha 
tested by him, shall be legal eviden ein all courts. ang.) 


continuc idea oem axa& oworn In room ; 
and if any person, duly appointed to an office, shall refuse to 
accept and execute it, he shall suffer the penalty which town 
officers are liable to, for not accepting an office.* 

May build school-houses. 

Sect. 2. School societies, in legal meeting, shall have power 
to lay taxes, to build and repair school-houses, and to support 
schools ;-and to make any lawful agreements, for such pur- 

es. 
a establish school districts.—Place for erecting school-houses, how fixed. 

Sect. 3. Each school society shall have poweér_to divide it- 
selfintoand- ‘ish — and necessary districts for keep- 
ing schools, and tw alter them from time to time as there may 
be occasion; and whenever it may be necessary and ,eonven- 
ient to form a district of two or more adjoining societies, such 
district may be formed by the vote of said societies, and altered 
or dissolved at their pleasure ;f and every such district shall be 
under the inspection and ‘superintendence of the society where 
the school-house shall be situated; and when such district 
shall e to build a school-house, the place on which 1° 
same shall be erected, shall be fixed by a committee agree’ 0 
by said societies, upon application of said district, or apy po ° 
thereof; and the committee shall return their doings, in wr: 
ting, to the clerk of the society within the limits of which the 
place shall be fixed; which shall be recorded.{ 

Power to dissolve or alter incorporated districts. 

Sect. 4. Every school society shall have power, on applica- 
tion duly made, by any district, incorporated by special act of 
the general assembly, lying within the local limits of such so- 
ciety, to dissolve or alter such district, inthe same manner, as 
if said district had been constituted by such society, in case 
two thirds of the inhabitants of said erp warp at ‘a legal 
meeting, warned for that purpose, and qualified te vote, shall 
agree to make such ra mage Whenever : 
district, incorporated by special act of the 
shall be situated in two or more distin« 

* Act of 1823, section 2. Act of 1837. 


fil C. R. 479. 
$ Act of 1835. 


parts of any 
ral assernbly, 
societies, such 
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district shall not be dissolved but by the vote of each of said 
societies, on application to them respectively made as aforesaid. 
‘ Or annex them to other districts. 

Sect. 5. Each school society shall have power to annex 
any district within its limits, formed by an act of the general 
assembly, to other adjoining districts, or to form it ino two 
or more districts, as may be most convenient; provided, such 
district, in a legal meeting, shall consent to waive the benefit 
of the act of incorporation » and when such district shall be 
annexed to other adjoining districts, the funds of such district, 
if any there be, shall be divided as they shall agree, by a major 
vote, in a legal meeting: and when such district is divided into 
two or more districts, the funds shall be distributed in propor- 
tion to their respective lists. 

May appoint a committee for each district.—His duty. 

Secr. 6. Each school society, at their annual meeting, shall 
have power to appoint a proper person to be a committee for 
each school district, whose duty it shall be to manage the con- 
cerns of the district, and to provide an instructor for the school, 
with the assent of the district, and the approbation of the visit- 
ors of the schoul society.* 

ewer of school districts.—Collector.—Penalty for neglect to serve.—Constables 
may be appointed.—Vacancies to be filled. 

Secr. 7. Theinhabitants of school districts, shall, in their 
lawful meetings, by a major vote, have power to appoint a 
clerk, who shall be sworn, and whose duty it shall be to make 
true entries of all their votes and proceedings, and to give at- 
tested copies thereof, which shall be legal evidence in all 
courts ; to appoint a treasurer, who shall be sworn to a faithful 
discharge of his trust, and who shall receive all monies be- 
longing to the district, and pay out the same to the order of 
the district, or the committee, and render his account annually ; 
to make rules relative to the school-house, and to damages 
done the same, and to the furniture and appendages, and rela- 
tive to the wood to be supplied by the inhabitants; and to 
compel obedience, by denying the privilege of the school, to 
the children of those who refuse a compliance with such 
rules ;* to build and provide 5 seereoaaees ; a to lay taxes, 

thew po nrnen a ny en ng, or otherwise procur- 
ing, a dehaotboosa or ond district, of ‘furnishing the. house 
with the necessary appendages and accommodations, and of 

urchasing suitable ground on which to erect such school- 

ouse, and of supplying wood ; and to appoint a collector to 
collect such taxes as by them shall be Jaid, whoshall have the 
same power to levy and collect such taxes, by warrant from a 
justice of the peace, as collectors of town taxes have by law, 
and shall be responsible, in the same manner, for any neglect. 
And every person who shall be duly chosen, by any school dis- 
trict, to be a collector, and shall negleet or refuse to serve in 
such office, if he be able in person to execute the same, shall 
forfeit the sum of five dollars, to the treasurer of the school so- 
ciety, in which the district is located, unless he can make it a 
pear, that he is oppressed by such appointment, and that oth- 
ers are unjustly exempted ; any justice of the peace to hear 
and determine the same. And the several school societies 
and school districts, are authorized to Sa either of the 
constablesjof the town or towns in which such schools‘ociety or 
district may be situated, to be collector of the taxes of such 
school society or district, whether such constable belong to 
said district or pray b or not; and when any collector shal. 
die or resign, it shall be the duty of the society or district, to 
appoint a collector, within three months thereafter, in the place 
of the one who may have died or resigned. And whenevera 
district shall agree to build a school-house, the place where it 
shall be erected, (unless the inhabitants of the district unani- 
mously agree on the place,) shall be fixed, by a committee ap- 
pointed by the school society for that purpose, who shall return 
their doings in writing to the clerk of the society, which shall 
be by him recorded. And all meetings of school districts shall 
be called by the committee thereof, appointed by the school 
society who shall give three days’ warning inclusively, to all 
the qualified voters living in the limits of such district, to meet 
at some convenient time, and at some convenient place within 
the district.t 


Sect. 8. Eac 


* Act of 1883, section 
t Act of 1824. 
$4 Day37 11 C.R. &. 10. R. 390. Act of 1923, 


Visitors of schools. 
ool society shall appoint a suitable num- 












ber of persons, not exceeding nine, of competent skill in let- 
ters, to be overseers, or visitors of the schools in such society, 
whose duty it shall be to examine the instructors, and to dis- 
place such as may be found deficient in any requisite qualifiea- 
tion, or who will not conform to the regulations by them adopt- 
ed; to superintend and direct the general instruction of the 
scholars ; and to visit the schools twice at least, during each 
season for schooling ; at which visitations two or more of them 
shall be present, when they may require from the master such 
exercises of the youth, as will show their proficiency in learn- 


ing. 

° School masters must be approved by visitors. 

Secr: 9. No person shall keep a district school, until he has 
been examined, and approved, by the visitors of the school so- 
ciety, to which the district belongs, and shall receive a certifi- 
cate of such examination and approbation, subscribed by such 
visitors, or a majority of them, or by a committee consisting of 
not less than three of their number, to be appointed by such 
Visitors, or a majority of them, in any of their meetings, which 
appointment such visitors are hereby authorized to make. 

School of a higher order. 

Sect. 10. Any school society shall have liberty, by a vote 
of two thirds of the inhabitants present, in a legal‘meeting 
warned for that purpose, to institute a school of higher order. 
for the common benefit of the society, the objett of which shall 
be to instruct the youth in English ‘grammar, composition, 
geography and the learned languages; and no pupil shall be 
admitted into such school till he shall have pessed through 
the ordinary course of instruction in the common schools, and 
has arrived to such maturity of years and understanding, as to 
be capable of pursuing the higher branches of learning in such 
school. And the visitors of the schools in each school society, 
or a majority of them, shall have power to admit such number 
of pupils to the school of a higher order as can conveniently be 
instructed in it, and in such course as will give to all an equal 
opportunity ; and the school mohey shall be apportioned ac- 
cording to the number of scholars, betWeen the ages of four and 
sixteen, that attend the school of a higher order from any dis- 
trict, and those that attend the common school in the same 
district. 

School society committee to take care of the funds of the society —Proviso; as to 
grant with special direction. 


Secr. 11. The committee of each school society, or such 
other person or persons, as such society shall appoint, shall 
have power to take caré of all bonds, or other securities, or 
monies, which have heretofore been divided and set out to 
such society for the benefit of schools, and now belong to the 
same; and of all Jands and other estates, which have been 
granted or sequestered to the use of schools, and now belong to 
such society, and to loan such monies and to lease such lands 
or real estate, and to take bonds, leases, or other securities to 
themselves and their suceessors in office, for the use aforesaid ; 
and to institute suits thereon, and the same pursue to final judg- 
ment and execution ; which bonds, leases, and other secufities 
shall be lodged with the treasurer of such society, underthe 
direction of said committee, who shall collect eek apelin the 
annual proceeds of such funds, and account for and pay over 
the same to the treasurer of said society, for the use of schools 
therein: Provided, that this act shall not extend to the grant of 
any estate for the use of schools, in any town or society where 
the donor or grantor has committed the care and management 
of such estate to particular persons, with directions for a con- 
tinual succe.sion in said trust; or where the general assembly 
has committed the disposition of the profits of such estate toa 
committee, in continual successior.* 


A priation of two dollars on 1000 dollars, for use of com schools. 
that excess of school-fund dividend, over $62,000, shall be applied to ahaieton 
this appropriation. 
Sect. 12. A sum equal to two dollars upon every thousand 
dollars of the amount of the assessment lists, of the year pre- 


ceding, shall be, and the same is hereby annually appropriated, 
out of the monies arising from the state tax, to be a Fred for 
the use and benefit of common schools in this state ; to be drawn 


from the treasury, under the direction of the comptroller of pub- 
lic accounts, at the same time, and in the same manner, as the 
interest arising from the school-fund, as in this act is here- 
after provided: Provided, that whenever, in any year, the 
amount of interest arising from the school-fund, and to be divi- 








*1 Root 414. , 
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ded to the school societies, shall exceed sixty-two thousand 

dollars, the amount of such excess shall, for said year, so far 

diminish the sum hereby appropriated, from the avails of the 
state tax. 

Interest of school-fund to be paid to state treasurer.—Princi in- 
terest of school-fund.—Form of return.—Form of certificate from school society 
committee.—Proviso, as to the same person returned in different districts —Lists 
and returns to be lodged with society treasurer. 

Secr. 13. The interest of the monies arising from the fund, 
ealled the school-fund, as the same shall, from time to time 
be collecteth shall be paid to the treasurer of ihis state. And 
the school societies, which shall conform to the provisions of 
this act, shall be emtitled to the said interest, after deducting 
all expenses attending the school-fund, to be distributed to 
them, severally, according to the number of persons in such 
society, between the ages of four and sixteen years, to be enu- 
merated and ascertained in the following manner, to wit: The 
committee* of each school district shall, in the month of August 
annually, enumerate all persons residing and belonging within 
such district, on the first Monday of said month, between the 
ages aforesaid, and make return thereof, together with the 
name of each person, to the committee of the school society 
within said month, certified in writing, under the hand of said 
committee, and sworn to before a magistrate, according to the 
following form, to wit: “I hereby certify, that [ have carefully 
enumerated all persons, between the ages of four and sixteen, 
within the school district of which i am committee, and do 
find, that on the first Monday of August, A, D. , there 
were residing within said district, and belonging thereto, the 
number of persons, between the ages aforesaid. 

A. B. school district committee.” 

“On this day of A. D. per: 


sonally appeared, the above named committee, and made oath 
to the truth of the above return, by him subscribed. 
Before me, C. D. justice of the peace.” 

And the school society committee shall, from the said certi- 
ficates, so returned to them, prepare and transmit to the comp- 
troller of public accounts, on or before the fifteenth day of Sep- 
tember annually, a certificate sworn to, according to the follow- 
ing form, to wit:—‘ We, the committee of the 
school society, in the town of » do certify, that 
from the returns made to us, by the committee of the several 
school districts, within this school rem Wik under oath, we find, 
that on the first Monday of August, A. D. , theré were 
residing within said society, and belonging thereto, the number 
of persons, between the ages,of four and sixteen 
vears; and from the best information we have obtained, we 


verily believe the said returns made to us, are correct. 
School society 
comniittee.”’{ 


ple of 


* On this day of A. D. personally 
appeared the above named committee, and made oath to the 
truth ef the above certificate, by them subscribed. 

~ ‘Before me, C. D. justice of the-peace.” 

And the committee aforesaid, shall, in making out said re-| 
turns, insert therein the number of persons, in words at full 
length: Provided however, that in case the same person shall 
be returned by the committee of different districts, it shall be 
the duty of the committee of the school society, to determine 
to which district.such person belongs. And provided also, 
that the said lists and returns, so made to said school society 
committee, shall be lodged with the treasurer of sach society, 
and be by him oeeaurven for the use of said society. 


Comptrollerto draw orders on Treasurer in favor of school societies, for school 
moaey.—To be apportioned according to returns.—Certificate of school society 
committee, Form. 


Secr. 14. The comptroller of public accounts shall, on ap- 
plieation of the committee of any school society, draw an or- 
der on the treasurer for such proportion or amount as such 
school society may be entitled to, of all monies, by law appro- 
priated for the benefit, support and encouragement of public or 
common schools, which may be in his ds, or in the hands 
of the treasurer, on the first days of March and October, annu- 
ally, to be divided and apportioned to such school societies, ac- 
cording to the returns so made to him by the committee of said 
society, in conformity to the provisions of this act. And each 
school society shall divide the same among the several districts 
~¥ Ket of 1638. 

t Act of 1828. ” 





just, and allow, att vit 


therein, on the principles aforesaid, agreeably to the returns so 
made to them as aforesaid. Provided however, that no order 
shall be drawn in favor of any society as aforesaid, nor shall the 
treasurer pay the monies directed to be paid by this act, until 
the committee of such society shall certify in writing, under 
their hands, in the words following, to wit:* “We, the com- 
mittee of the school society, in the town 
of do certiiy, that the schools in said society, 
have been kept for the year, ending the thirtieth day of Sep- 
tember last, by instructors duly appointed and approved, and 
in all respects according to law; and that all the monies drawn 
from the public treasury by said society, for said year, appro- 
priated to schooling, have been faithfully applied and expanied, 
in paying and boarding said instructors. 

Dated at the day of . D. 
School society 
committee. 
To the comptroller of public accounts.” 

School money to be divided among the districts. 

Sect. 15. All the money provided for the use of schools, 
received by the committee, shall be paid over to the treasurer 
of the society, who shall stand charged with, and shall account 
for, the same; and the committee shall, from time to time 
receive, examine and liquidate the accounts of the districts, and 
parts of districts, if any be, and where such districts, and those 
to which such parts of districts shall belong, have kept their 
schools according to the provisions of this act, shall draw or- 
ders on the society treasurer for their proportion of all the pub- 
lic monies appropriated to the use of schools, according to the 
number of persons between the ages of four and sixteen, in 
such district. 

Provision where the expenses ofthe school exceed the school money. 
Secr. 16. Whenever the expense of keeping a school, by 
an: instructor, approved according to law, shall exceed the 
amount of all the public money appropriated by law to defray 
the expense of sack school, the committee in such district, for 
the time being, with such other person or persons as the said 
district, at a legal meeting, warned and held for that purpose, 


may appoint j ine, ad- 
‘ 5 oF; bereby constinnted a bean tp Gursnine, 24; 


schools, in said district, and apportion such deficieacy among 
the proprietors of said school, acecrding to the number of days 
that any person Or persons may have sent any scholar or scho- 
lars, to school; and if the number of days cannot be ascer- 
tained, then according to the number of scholars. And any 
justice of the peace, living in the town where such school has 

een kept, shall have power to ae a warrant, directed to the 
collector of school taxes, in such district, in the same manner 
as is by law provided for the collection of town taxes, 


Misapplication of school money a forfeiture. 
Seor. 17. If any money, appropriated to the use of schools, 
shall be applied, by a school society, to any other purpose, the 
same shall be forfeited to the state, and it shall be the duty of 
the comptroller to sue for such money, for the use of the state. 
Penalty for making a false certificate. 
Sect. 18. And if any committee shall, at any time, make 
a false certificate, by which money shall be fraudulently drawn 
from the treasury of the state, each person signing such false 
certificate, shall forfeit the sum of sixty dollars, to the state, to 
be recovered by action of debt, on this statute; and it shall be 
the duty of the comptroller, to bring forward a suit to recover 
the same accordingly. . 
Powers of school societies in relation to burials, &c, 

Secr. 19. School societies shali have power to provide a 
hearse and pall, for the burial of the dead, and to procure and 
hold lands for burying-grounds, and to make regulations to 
fence the same, and to preserve the monuments erected therein, 
and to jay and collect the necessary taxes for that purpose, in 
the same manner as other taxes are collected. Provided, that 
this act shall not extend to affect the regulations of towns, or 
incorporated ecclesiastical societies, or other religious societies 
or congregations, who have separate burying-grounds ; and 
such towns and societies, shall have all the power given by this 
section to school societies. ij 


* Act of 1829. 
t Root 548 








t Act of 1829. ° 
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An Act in addition to an Act entitled “an Act for the regula- 
tion of School Societies, and for the support of Schools.” 


[enacTEeD 1824,] 
Children not to be precluded from school from inability of parent, &c.—Proviso, 
that payment be enforced by law. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Assembly convened, That no child or children 
shall be denied the privilege of attending school in any school 
district establighed by law in this state, to which such child or 
children do belong, for, or on account of the inability of the 
parent or parents, guardian, or master of such child or child- 
ren, to supply his, her or their proportion of wood in such dis- 
trict—any law to the contrary notwithstanding. Provided, 
that nothing in this act shall be so construed as to prevent the 
committee of any school district from enforcing payment by 
due process of law to recover any sum or sums of money due 
from any person or persons to such district, for his, her or their 
proportion of wood as aforesaid. 


An Act in addition to and alteration of an act entitled “an Act 
for the regulation of School Societies, and for the support of 
Schools,” . : 

fenactep 1838.] 
Enumeration of scholars by district clerks. 

Be it enacted by the Senate und House of Representatives 
in General Assembly convened, That in case of the absence 
or inability of the committee of any school district in this 
state, atthe time in which the enumeration of the scholars in 
said district, is required by law to be made, the clerk of said 
school district shall enumerate the scholars residing in said 


School societies empowered to require their treasurer to give bonds. 
Secr. 2. The inhabitants of each school society, in lawful 
meeting, shall have power to require that the treasurer appoint- 
ed for such society shall give bond to the society for the faith- 
ful discharge of the duties of his office ; which dond‘shall be 
approved by the society committee before the treasurer shall 
enter upon the duties of his office. 


An Act in addition to the “Act for the regulation of School 








Societies, and for the support of Schools.” 
[enactED 1835. ] zs 
To what society certain school districts shal! belong. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hous? of Representatives 
in General Assembly convened, That where a school district 
has been or shall hereafter be formed, pursuant to the provision 
of the third section of said act, from two or more adjoining 
school societies, such district shall belong to and become a part 
of.that school society, wherein the school house of such dis- 
trict is situated; and the inhabitants thereof shall have the 
same rights and privileges as are enjoyed by those of other 
school districts in this State. 


An Act in addition to an act entitled “an Act for the regula- 
tion of Scaool Societies, and for the support of Schools.” 
[enactep 1836.] 

Duty of assessors, if called to assess in school districts, &c. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Assembly convened, That whenever any school 
district within any town in this state, shall call on the asses- 





district, and make return thereof, in the satne manner as if he 
were district committee for said school district. 


An Act in addition to “an Actsfor the regulation of School 
- Societies, and for the support of Schools.” 


[enacrep 1829.] 
Form of certificate when schools have not been kept according to law. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Assembly convened, That whenever the school in 
any school district shall not be kept according to law, the com- 


ittee of the snciety ta which onsh district helange, may, in 
their eat, cate or certificates to the comptroller for the year 


following, state such fact, and also the number of children 
enumerated in such district; and the compteoller may, when 
application is made for the school monies payable to such so- 
ciety, for said year, deduct from the whole number of children 
enumerated in such society, the number contained in such dis- 
trict, and draw an order as provided by law, for the benefit of 
the remainder in such society—any law to the contrary not- 
withstanding. And the certificate in such case, shall be in the 
words following, to wit :—“ We, the committee of the 

school society, in the town of , do certify, that the 
schools in said society, except the school in dis- 
trict, have been kept forthe year ending the thirtieth day of 
September last, by instructors duly appointed and approved, 
and in all respects according to law; and that all the monies 
drawn from the public treasury by said society for said year, 
appropriated to sckooling, have been faithfully applied and ex- 
pended, in paying and boarding said instructors ; and that there 
were in said districts, on-the first Monday of August last, the 


number of persons between the ages of four and 
sixteen years. 
Dated at the day of 


A. D. 
¢ School society’s 
§ committee.” 

An Act in addition to an Actentitled “an Act for the regula- 
tion of School Societies, and for the support of Schools.” 
[eNAcTED 1834. ] 

School distriet empowered to require their treasurer and collector to give bonds. 
Secr. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of R 

resentatives in General Assembly convened, That the inha 

itants of each school district, in lawful meeting, shall have 
power to require that the treasurer, and collector, appointed for 
such district, shall respectively give bonds to the district for the 
faithful discharge of the duties of their respective offices; 
which bonds shall be — by the district committee, be- 


fore the treasurer, or cdllector, shall enter upon the duties of 
his office. 





sors of said town, to assess the real estate, situated in their 
respective districts, that it shall be the daty of said assessors 
by posting notice on the sign posts of their respective towns, or 
by publishing the same in some newspaper printed in the town 
to which they belong, to require all persons who own real es- 
tate situated in said district, within arse days after such no- 
tice given, written or printed lists of all such real estate as 
they may own, so situated in said district; and the assessors 
shall obtain such other information, by viewing the premises 
or otherwise, as may be deemed expedient and necessary to 
amend, add to, and fill up said lists; and in case any person 
owning real estate in such district, after notice given as afore- 
said, neglects or refuses to give or send to the assessors, a 
written or printed list of all such real estate within said twen- 
ty days, said assessors may fill out a list for such person so 
neglecting or refusing, at three fold the rate per cent. or amount 
that the taxable property of such persor would otherwise have 
been rated. Provided always, that this act shall not extend to 
the taxable property of persons residing without the limits of 
the town in which such school district is situated. 





CHAPTER IL. 


An Act relative to the Committees of School Districts, and 
directing the manner in which the Meetings of School Soci- 
eties and School Districts may he warned. 

! nacTep 1823. | 
Schoo! district committee. ‘ 

Secr. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives in General Assembly convened, That the seve- 
ral school societies in this State be, and they hereby are, au- 
thorized, at their annual meetings, to appoint one, three, or 
five persons, to be a committee in each school distriet within 
their respective limits. 

Notice of school society meeting —Of school district meeting. 

Secr. 2. That when any school society meeting is to be 
holden, a notification, specifying the objects for which it is to 
be held, signed by the committee of the society, or a major 
part of them, or if there be no committee, by the clerk, and set 
upon the sign post in the society, or published in a newspaper 
printed within the same, at least five days inclusively before 
the meeting is to be held, shall be sufficient notice to the quali- 
fied voters to attend"such meeting ; and when any school dis- 
trict meeting is to be holden, a like notification, signed by the 
committee for such district, and set upon the sign-post in the 
district, or if there be no such sign-post, upon the school house 
in the district, or published in a newspaper printed within the 
same, at least five days inclusively, before the meeting is to be 
held, shall be sufficient notice to the qualified voters to atterd 





such meeting; afthany school society, at an annual meeting, 
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and any school. district, at any meeting, may respectively de- 
signate and determine upon any other place or places in.addi- 
tion to the siga-post or school-house, at which the notification 
aforesaid shall be set up. 

Qualification of voters. 

Secr. 3.. That all white male persons, living within the 
limits of any school society-or school district, qualified to vote 
in town meetings, shall be qualified to vote in all meetings of 
such society or district, respectively ; and that no other person 
or persons shall he allowed.to vote in such meetings. 

Partial repeal. 

Secr, 4. Thatso much of the sixth section of the act en- 
titled “an Act for the regulation of School Societies, aad for 
the support of Schools, as prevents school societies from ap- 
pointing more than one person a committee in each district be, 
and the same hereby is repealed. 


An Actin addition to an Act relative to Committees of Schools, 
and directing the manner in which the Meetings of School 
Societies and Schoa] Districts may be warned. 


[enactep 1837. ] 


What notice to be given in school districts where there is no school house or sign- 
post in a,school district. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Assembly convened, That whenever any school 
district shall be destitute of a school house or sign-post, where- 
on to post warnings for school meetings, and where no news- 
paper is printed in such district, a certified copy of such warn- 
ing, delivered to each qualified voter residing withia such dis- 
trict, or left at his usual place of abode, at least five days before 
the day of holding such meeting by the committee of such 
district, shall be sufficient notice to the qualified voters to at- 
tend such meeting. , 


An Act relating to School Societies and special School Soci- 
‘ety Meetings. 
[enactrep 1837.] 
To transact any business at a spéélal meeting that may be done at an annual meet- 
. ing, if mentioned in the warning. 

Be it enacted Ly the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Assembly convened, That the several school soci- 
eties in this state are hereby authorized and empowered to 
transact any business at a special meeting, that they may legal- 
ly transact at an annual meeting. Always provided, that no 
business shall be done at a special meeting which is not named 
in the warning for said meeting. 


CHAPTER III. 
An At concerning Academies and Schools. 


fenactep 1838.] 
Any persons may aascciate ang establish an academy echool, &c. How to become 
a body pilitic and corporate, &c. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Assembly convened, That liberty be, and hereby 
is granted to any individuals in any town in this state, to asso- 
ciate forghe purpose of establishing or maintaining an acade- 
my school, and being so associated, shall, on complying with 
the provisions of this act be considered a body politic and cor- 
porate; may choose a president and other officers ; may enact 
by-laws to regulate the affairs of such corporation, not incon- 
sistent with the laws of thi8 state, or of the United States, and 
compel the due observance thereof by suitable penalties ; may 
sue and be sued, and do all other acts necessary and proper 
for the well-ordering the affairs of such corporation, and may 
purchase and hold real or personal estate of a value not ex- 
ceeding ten thousand dollars. Provided, however, that before 
any such association shall be entitled to the privileges of this 
act, they shall lodge with tke secretary of this state, a copy of 
their articles of association; provided, also, that this act may 
be altered or repealed by the general assembly. 





CHAPTER IV. 
An Act to provide for the better Supervision of Common 
Schools. 
[ enacTED 1838.] 
Who constitute the board of commissioners of common schools. 
Secr. 1. Be it enacted by the rate and House of Rep- 
resentatives in General Assembly convened, That his excel- 








lency the governor, the commissioner of the school fund, ex- 
officio, and eight persons, one from each county in the state, to 
be appointed annually, by the governor, with the advice and 
eonsent of the senate, shall constitute, and be denominated the 
board of commissioners.of common schools, 


To submit to genera! assembly an annual report,—and its contents.—Board to ap- 
point their secretary,—his duty. 


Secr. 2. The board of commissioners of common schools 


shall submit to the genéral assembly an annual report, contain- ° 


ing, together with an account of their own doings; first, a state- 
ment, as far as may be practicable, of the condition of every 
common school in the state, and of the means of popular educa- 
tion generally ; second, such plans for the improvement and 
better organization of the common schools, aygd all such mat- 
ters relating to popular education, as they may deem expedi- 
ent to communicate, and said board. may require the school 
visitors of theseveral school societies, semi-annually, returns 
of the condition of each common school within their limits ; 
and they shall prescribe the form of al! such returns, and the 
time woe the same shall be completed, and transmit blank 
copies of the same, to the clerk of each school society ; and 
said board may appoint their own secretary, who shall devote 
his whole time, if required, ander the direction of the board, 
to ascertain the condition, increase the interest, and promote 
the usefulness of common schools. 
Duty of school visitors. 

Secr. 3. The school visitors in the several school societies, 
shall lodge with the clerks of their respective societies, such 
returns of the condition of each common. school, within their 
limits, in such particulars, and at such times as-the board of 
commissioners of common schools may specify and direct, and 
said visitors shall on or before the first of April in each year, 
lodge with the clerk of their respective societies, a written re- 
port of their own doings, and of the condition of their several 
schools within their limits, for the preceding seasons of school- 
ing; with such observations, as their experience and reflection 


may suggest, who shal] submit the same tothe next meeting of - 


said society, and said visitors may require of the several teach- 
ers to keep a register of their schools, in such form as may be 
prescribed by the board of commissioners aforesaid. 

Duty of clerks of school societies. 

Secr. 4. The clerks of the several schoo! societies shall 
transmit to the board of commissieners of common schools, on 
or before the tenth day of April in each year, such returns as 
the school visitors may make, in pursuance of the provisions of 
the preceding section. 

School society’s committees duty. 

Sect. 5. The school society committee shall not certify to 
the comptroller of public accounts, that the schools in their 
respeetive societies have been kept according to law, unless 
the provisions of the third and fourth sections of this act have 
been duly observed. e 

Seeretary of said board how paid. 

Secr. 6. For the compensation of the secretaty, provided for 
in the second section of this act, the comptroller of public at- 
counts is directed to draw an order on the treasurer for such 
sum as the board of commissioners of common schools may 
allow for his services, provided the same docs not exceed three 
dollars per day, and his expenses, while employed in the daties 
of his office, to be paid out of any monies not otherwise appro- 
priated. 


CHAPTER V. 


An Act relating to the School-Fund. 

Oath of comniissioner of school fund.—tIlis duties. 
- Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in General Assembly convened, That the eommis- 
sioner of the schonl-fund, shall take the oath preseribed by the 
constitution, for execttive officers, He shall superintend and 
take care of all property belonging to said fund, and the inter- 
est arising on the same; he shall cause the nett amount of in- 
terest, received yearly on said furd, to be distributed, for the 
benefit of the public or common schools, according to law ; 
and on the sale of any of the lands or real estate, belonging to 
said fund, which the commissioner is hereby authorized to 
make, he shall prepare all necessary deeds of release or convey - 
ance to be executed by the treasurer of the state, which he is 
hereby authorized, on the request of the commissioner, to exe- 
cute, and to cause the seal of the state to be affixed thereto. 
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Property belonging to the school-fund to be registered. 

Seor. 2. The commissioner shall cause all debts due the 
school-fund, on bond, or otherwise, and all bank stock, and oth- 
er property, belonging to said fund, to be registered in books to 
be kee i@ bis office, 10 which ghall be opened an account with 
each debtor, shewitg the place of his residence, the amount of 
his debt, the security therefor, and the estimated value thereof ; 
the registry of the lands Shall shew their extent and value, dis- 
tinguishing new, from cultivated lands. 

Copies of bonds in the hands of agents. 

Secr. 3. The commissioner shall require copies of all bonds 
in the hands of agents, certified by them to be true copies of 
the originals, in their hands for collection, which copies shall 
be kept in his office. 

Annual abstract of changes of property. 

Secr. 4. The commissioner shall, annually, on the firs: da 
of April, make an abstract from his books, of all changes or al- 
terations of the debts or property of the school-fund, in which 
shall be entered an account of all payments of the principal of 
school-fund bonds, for one year ending the ph rt day of the 
preceding September, and of all bonds, bank and other stock, 
and property of every description, acquired by purchase, ex- 
change, or otherwise, during the same period ; shall certify said 
abstract to be correct, and shall lodge the same in the office of 
the comptroller. 

Index of the amount of interest due, to be made annually. 

Sect. 5. The commissioner shall, on or before the second 
day of September, in each year, make and deliver to the treas- 
urer, an index, containing a statement of the amount of interest 
due on that day, from each debtor to the school-fund, whose 
bond is lodged in the office of the commissioner ; which index 
shall contain the name of: each debtor, in alphabetical order, 
his place of residence, the number of the bond, and the amount 
due on said day for principal, and for interest. 

Duty of treasurer, in relation to school-fund. 

Sect. 6. The treasurer shall receive all monies paid on ac- 
count of the school-fund, as well for principal as for interest, 
and give duplicate receipts therefor, one to the debtor, and the 


separate and distinct accounts of each, and shall pay over said 
monies to orders drawn according to law ; and shall deliver to 
the comptroller, on the first days of March and October, in each 
year, a statement of the nett amount of interest, and other 
revenue, paid into the treasury,on account of the school-fund ; 
and the comptroller shall, on application of the committee of 
any school society, draw an order on the treasurer, for the 
amount legally due such society. 
“Duty of the comptroller. 

Secr. 7. It shall be the duty of the comptroller, semi-annu- 
ally, in the months of April and October, to setile the accounts 
of the commissioner, and draw on the treasurer for the balance 
due him, which, together with all legal and necessary expenses 
in managing the fund, shall be paid out of the revenue arising 
therefrom. . 

Clerk of Commissioner. 

Secr. 8. The commissioner of the school-fund is hereby 
authorized to appoint a clerk in his office, for such portion of 
time as he shall judge necessary ; which clerk shall take the 
vath prescribed by the constitution for executive officers. 

Vacancy in commissioner's office, how supplied. 

Secr. 9. In case the office of the commissioner of the school- 
fund shall become vacant, by death or otherwise, during the 
regess of the general assembly, the governor is hereby authori- 
zed to fill such vacan~7, by appointing 4 person to perform the 
duties of commissioner as aforesaid, until the rising of the theh 
next general assembly. 


We omit the remaining enactments relating to the School 
Fund, and publish the provisions of our law for securing the in- 
struction of all the children of the state. If these provisions 
were carried out, the state could be saved much expense for 
pauperism, and crime and vice ; and it could no longer be said 
that theré are one thousand persons among usover sixteen and 
under twefity-one who cannot read or write—and over sixteen 
thousand children under sixteen years ofage not attending any 


Ao Act for the Education and Government of Children. 
* Children to be instrueted. 

Sect. 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives in General Assembly convened, Thatall parents, 
and those who have the careof children, shall bring them u 
in some honest or lawful calling or employment; and shall 
teach and instruct them, or cause them to be taught and in- 
structed, to read, and write, and cipher as far as the four first 
rules of arithmetic. 

If neglected, select-men may bind them out, 

Secr. 2. The select-men, in their respective towns, shall 
inspect the conduct of the heads of families, and if they find 
any who neglect the education of the children under their care, 
they may admonish them to attend to their duty, and if they 
continue to be negligent, whereby the children grow rade, 
stubborn, and unruly, they shall, with the advice of a justice 
of the peace, take such children from their parents, or those 
who have the charge of them, and bind them out to some pro- 
per master, males till twenty-one, and females till eighteen, 
that they may be properly educated and brought up in some 
lawful calling and employment; which binding shall be valid 
and effectual. . 

Stubborn children, how to be corrected.—Proviso. 

Secr. 3. Whenever any children or minors shall be stub- 
born and rebellious, and_ shall refuse to obey the commands, 
and resist the authority of their parents, or those who have the 
charge of them, then the parents, or those who have the charge 
of them, or any informing officer, may make complaint to two 
justices of the peace, in the town where the parties live, who 
shall have power to issue a warrant, and cause such children 
to be apprehended, and brought before them; and if, on due 
inquiry, they shall find them to be ilty, they may sentence 
them to be committed to the house of correction, in the town 
where they live, and if there be none in that town, to the com- 
mon gaol in the county, to ‘remain confined to hard labor, so 
long as said justices of the peace shall judge proper, not ex- 
ceeding thirty days. Provided, that said justices, on the re- 
formation of such children, may, at any time after the com- 
mitment, order their release, and return to their parents. 

[ Statutes, edit. 1835, p. 88.—do. 1838, p. 105. 





The following sections relation to the Education of Children 
employed in Factories, will be found on p. 373 of Statutes 
published in 1835, and on p. 415 of the edition now in press. 

Children employed in factories to be taught reading, writing, and arithmetic. 

Sect. 7. The president and directors of all factories, which 
now are, or hereafter shall be, legally incggporated, and the 
proprietor or proprietors of all other manufatturing establish- 
ments in this state, shall cause that the children employed in 
such factory or establishment, whether bound by indenture, by 
parol agreement, or in any other manner, be taught to read and 
write, and also that they be instructed in the four first rules of 
arithmetic (provided the term of their service shall be of so 
long duration that such instruction can be given,) and that due 
attention be paid to the preservation of their morals’; and that 
they be required, by their masters and employers, regularly to 
attend public worship. . 
Board of visiters.—T heir duties.—-Power of the county court to discharge inden- 

tures, or impose fine. 

Sect. 8. The civil authority and select-men for and with- 
in such towns in which such factories or manufacturing es- 
tablishments, do or may exist, or a committee by them appoint- 
ed, shall be, and they are hereby constituted, a board of visit- 
ors ; and it shall be the duty of such board of visitors, in the 
month of January, annually, or at such other time or times as 
they shall appoint, carefully to examine, and to ascertain whe- 
ther the requisitions of this act, which relate to the instruction 
and the preservation of the morals of the children employed 
as aforesaid, be duly observed: and if, on such examination, 
such board of visitors shall discover, that the president and di- 
rectors of any incorporated factory, or the proprietor or propri- 
etors of any manufacturing establishment, have neglected to 
perform the duties enjoined on them by this act, such board of 
visitors shall report such neglect to the next county court with- 
in the county within which the same shall have occurred ; and 
thereupon, such county cogrt shall cause the president and di- 
rectors of such incorporated factory, or the proprietor or pro- 





school, private or public. 





prietors of such manofacturing establishment, to appear before 
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such court, to anewer in the premises; and if, on due enquiry, 
it shall be found, that such prousees and directors, or the pro* 
prietor or proprietors of such establishment, do not duly attend 
to the education of the children by them respectively employed, 
as is by this act required ; or that due attention is not paid to 
preserve the morals of such children; it shall be the duty of 
such court, and they are hereby authorized, at their discretion, 
either to discharge the indentures or comftracts, relating to such 
minors, and by which they may be bound to render services in 
such establishments, or they may impose such fine ot forfeiture 
on the proprietor or proprietors of such establishment as the 
may consider just and reasonable: Provided the same shall 
not exceed the sum of one hundred dollars. . 





In addition to these provisions of our statute law in refer- 
cence to Schools and the Education of Children, we publish 
the section of the Constitution by which the School Fund, 
now amounting to over $2,000,000, is forever consecrated to 
Common Schools ; and also, the section uf the law regulating 
that portion of the Surplus Revenue belonging to the United 
States, which fell to this state, and of which $764,670 61 has 
been received, limiting the appropriation of the mterest 
thereof. 


Constitution of Connecticut, Article 8.—Of Education. 


Secr. 2. The fund, called the Scoot Funp, shall remain 
a perpetual fund, the interest of which shall be inviolably ap- 
propriated to the support and encouragement of the public or 
common schools, throughout the state, and for the equal bene- 
fit of all the people thereof. The value and amount of said 
fund shall, as soon as practicable, be ascertained, in such man- 
ner as the general assembly may prescribe, published and re- 
corded in the comptroller’s office; and no law shall ever be 
made, authorising said fund to be diverted to any other use 
than the encouragement and support of public,-or common 
schools, among the several school societies, as justice and equi- 
ty shall require. ‘ 


An Act accepting the Deposite, &c. 

Secr. 10. The interest or income arising from the said 
town deposite fund, shall in each town be annually appropria- 
ted, not less than one half thereof, for the promotion of educa- 
tion in the common schools in such town, in such manner and 
proportions as such town my! direct, an@ the remainder 
for the Vig cigs of defraying the sv | expenses of such 
town, and for no other purposes. The legal voters in each 
town, at an annual town meeting, or at any special town meet- 
ing legally warned for that purpose, may decide whether the 
said remainder of said income, derived from said fund, or any 
part thereof, shall be appropriated in like manner for the sup- 
port of common schools in such town, or whether the same or 
any part thereof shall be appropriated for the purpose of de- 
fraying the ordinary expenses of such town, or to both of said 
objects, as may be deemed most beneficial to the interests of 
such, town. 


Such is the Public Law of Connecticut for the support and 
regulation of schools, and the education of children. It was 
our intention to have passed it under a brief review, for the*pur- 
pose of calling the attention of those who are entrustéd with its 
administration to the responsibilities involved in the faithful 
discharge of their respective duties. We can only add a few 
paragraphs to this number of the Journal, 





DISTRICT COMMITTEE. 

We would ask if an Instructor is not sometimes provided for 
the schools, by this committee, without previous examination 
and approbation of the visiters of the Sghool Society, eviden- 
ced by their certificate, or by that of a committee of their num- 
ber duly appointed? Their is another important duty of this 
committee, which we fear is sometimes discharged without a 
full knowledge of its extent. 


We republish the following circular, at the request of the 





Commissioner of the School Fund, to guard in future against 





= 
the practice, which at the time it was issued prevailed in some 
districts, and which it has been represented, prevails still, 
though to a very limited extent. 


Hartrorp, May 28th, 1833. 
Gentlemen, 

It having been represented that a practice prevails in seve- 
ral parts of the State, of enumerating children between 4 and 
16 years of age in Districts where they do not belong, by the 
advice of the Soint Committee on the School Fund, we address 

ou on this subject,: that the practice may be corrected in all 
uture enumerations returned to the Comptroller. 

The error has arisen froth a misapprehension of the Legisla- 
tive meaning of the te:o “residing,” and entirely rejecting 
ee words “and belonging,” as used in the 13th section of the 
aw. 

It is our decided opinion, in concurrence with the advice of 
the Joint Committee, that when we take the word “residing” 
in connection with the words which follow, the obvious mean- 
ps. Sa the law is, that a child’s residence is, where it belongs, 
although it may be absent three, six, twelve, of twenty-four 
months, for the temporary purpose of acquiring an education, 
&c. In other words, its residence is its home, or where its 
parents reside. The child, in our opinion, does not reside, and 
clearly does not belong, in the place to which it temporaril 
resorts for the purpose of attending a school, academy or col- 
lege, or to receive instruction of any kind. In that District 
only, where the child belongs, ought it to be enumerated. 

here is tfo other interpretation of the law which can give’ 
effect to both of the terms used in the Act and in the Certifi- 
cate. 

The erroneous practice, if persisted in, will result unjustly 
in the distribution of the school money ; because the child is 
generally (and correctly) enumerated in the District where 
the parent belongs, and. thus produces a double enumeration, 
viz. at home and abroad. 

You will therefore take particular care that the returns made 
by the District Commitiee to you be thoroughly scrutinized, 
and made conformable to the law, as the 18th section of the 
Act imposes a penalty of $60, on each person signing the cer- 
tificate; to recover which it is made the duty of the Comptrol- 
ler to commence a suit. 

We are Gentlemen, Your obedient servants, 
_ SETH P. BEERS, 
Commissioner of the School Fund. 
ELISHA PHELPS, Comptroller, 


SCHOOL VISITERS. 

The successful operation of our school system rests almost 
entirely with this committee. They must examine and ap- 
prove every person, before he can be employed as teacher. 
They must displace such as are not found qualified, or refuse to 
conform to their regulations. They direct and superintend the 
instruction of the scholars—and must visit every school in the 
society twice at least during each season of schooling. They 
must give an account of the condition of all the schools to the 
Board of Commissioners, when required, and submit a writ/en 
Report of the manner in which they have discharged their du- 
ties and of the condition of the several schools within their 
limits to the respective societies. Are the r duties faithfully 
perforined in all or in part? 








SCHOOL SOCIETY COMMITTEE, 


The law directs that no school money shall be paid out of 
the Treasury of the State, in favor of any society, until the 
committee of said society shall certify in wyiting under their 
hands, among other things, that the schools within their limits 
for the year previous, have been kept by instructors duly ap- 
pointed and approved, and in all respects according to law. 
Must not the committee know what the law requires ?—and, 
not to specify other particulars, can the schools have been kept 
according to law,.unless they have been visited twice, at least, 
during cach season of schooling, by persons duly appointed 7 
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LITCHFIELD COUNTY SCHOOL CONVENTION. 


In pursuance of a notification of the Secretary of the Board of Com- 
missioners of Common Schools, a Convention was held at Litchfield, 
on the 30th ult.,-consisting of delegates from thirteen towns. 

After an impressive prayer by the Rev. Mr. Brace, the Hon Seth P. 
Beers in explanation of the object of the Convention, briefly stated the 
efforts of the Legislature, and of the friends of popular education, to 
ascertain and improve the condition of Common Schools in the State ; 
und particularly the act of the last Legislature, instituting a Board of 
Commissioners of Common Schools, and exacting from them‘a yearly 
Report of the character and progress of Common School Instruction 
throughout the State. ‘The Convention then organized by the appoint- 
ment of the followin officers : : 

Hon. SAMUEL CHURCH, President. 
Rev. Tauman Mars, Vice-- § Et.wan Seeman, Jr. Esq. 
Rev, Fospics Haxnison, § Presidents. § Joun Wurrrveszy, Esq. 


D. C, Sanferd : : 
Rev, G. C. V, Sern en Secretaries. 
Rev. G. N. Smith, 

On motion, the following gentlemen were chosen a Committee to 
bring forward thé business of the Convention : 

Rev. Mr. Eldridge, Truman Smith, eg. 
Rev. Mr. Watson, George C. Woodruff, Esq. 
James M. Pierpont, Esq. 

Judge Church, on taking the chair, addressed the Convention nearly 
as follows : 

GenTLEMEN :—1 cannot better express the grateful emotion I enter- 
tain for this ted evidence of your respect, than by assuring you 
that I feel a very deep and sincere interest in. the promotion of the 
eause which has brought us together, and by pledging my best exer- 
tions for its success. 

We have not met to learn, for the first time, the great importance of 
Common Schoel cducation; we bave been taught this in early life. 


. New England has been both the birth-place and the nursery of the Com- 


mon School system. Our fathers understood very weil, that the institu- 
tions.of. civil liberty, and Protestant Chrsitianity, which they intended 
to establish and not exist, unless their foundations were 
laid deep and strong upon the firm base of popular education. 

Several of' our sister States, and some of them much younger than 
ourselves, have gone beyond us in raising the character of Common 
Schools; and even some of the arbitrary governments of Europe have 
ee totheblush. Prussia has the most perfect and tried system of 

ommon Schools in the world: and about two years ago, I was told 
by a highly intelligent Prussian gentleman, that our government was 
too free, and had too little energy to enable us to come up tothe 
Prussian standard. I felt humbled by the remark, for I had believed 
that the virtue and intelligence of a free people could expect as much 
for thecause of popular learning, as the mandatesof a king. 

But it has long been obvious, that the standard of our Common 
Schools, from varions concurring causes, has becomedepressed from 
its former more elevated-state. All these causes may not be at once 
perceptible; but I rejoicethat our Legislature have at length become 
aroused to action on this subject, and have adopted measures for detect- 
ing these causes, and applying the proper remedies. -It is our duty 
to lend them our aid. 

Wecannot resortin- aid of this cause, perhaps, to heated zeal and 
excited passion: nordo we wish to do this; for we wish for more 
abiding consequences than generally follow from the effects of mere 
excitement. é therefore appeal to the sober reflections and deter- 
mined resolutions of our fellow citizens on thissubject. And I hope 
a spiritmay thisday go out from this Convencion, which shall spread 
effectually all over this county, and which shall entirely carry out the 
great good purposes of the Legislature. 

The Convention then adjourned to meet at half past one, P.M. On 
the reassembling of the Convention in the afternoon, the President in- 
troduced Mr. Barnard, the Secretary of the Board of Commissioners, 
who addressed the Convention in a pertinent and eloquent speech upon 
popular education, as collected with the vital interests of the community, 
and by a collocation of interesting facts, exhibited the disproportion be- 
tween. fesults, and) the munificent means consecrated by the State to 
popular ‘instruction. , 

After the address, the Committee designated to bring forward busi- 
ness, presented the following Resolutions, which, after comments from 
Rev. Mr. Porter, James Pierpont, ., Mr. Dudley, Deacon Joel Hun- 
gerford, Mr. Whittlesey, Rev. Mr. Harrison, and Hon. Mr, Church, 
were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That to’sustain the reputation which Connecticut has ac- 

quired for vjrtue and intelligence, it is indispensably, necessary to make 
strenuous exertions to elevate the character, and improve the condition 
of our common schools. 
_ Resolved, That we have reason to apprehend that these invaluable 
institutions have, in this State, within a few years past, essentially 
deterivrated, and that it is of great moment that public attention should 
be arrested this fact, to the end that effectual measures may ke 
adopted to alleviate so serious an evil. 

Resolved, That we hail with joy the effort that isnow making under 
the auspices of our State Legislature, jo improve our ¢omimon schools ; 





and that we will cordially co-operate in our several towns with the 
Board of Commissioners, in their efforts to further the condition of 
our schools, and to discover such plans for their improvement and better 
organization, as our inquiries and reflections, aided by the experience of 
the community around usmay approve, as safe and practicable; and 
with this view will promote the circulation of the Journal published 
under their direction; and form, before we separate, a Cownty <Associa- 
tion, with auxiliaries in the several towns, to be formed hereafter, for 
the improvement of Commun Schools. 

Resolved, That intelligence and virtue are the only sure preservation 
for our liberties ; and that not.only as philanthropists, but-as patriots, 
we should feel ourselves called upon to foster the interests of our Com- 
mon Schools; and’thus, whilst we disseminate theelements of rational 
happiness, establish an immoveable foundation, upon which our free 
institutions may. repose. . * 

Resolved, That Teachers should be thoroughly and carefully exam- 
ined by competent individuals, and such as are not-found well qualified 
should be unhesitatingly rejected. That schools should be often visit- 
ed, not only by school visiters, but by the friends of education in the 
respective towns; and that measures should be taken to excite in our 
schools a spirit of improvement; and we recommend that the teachers 
in each town form an association among themselves, to further the 
great interests committed to their charge; and that a Convention of 
their schools should be holden once in each season, when all cases of 
decided improvement, whether by individuals, or schools, should be no- 
ticed and applauded. F - 

Resolved, That the prosperity and usefulness of Common Schools 
very much depend upon School Visiters faithfully discharging their du- 
ties ; and that School Societies should see to it, that they attend to them. 

Resolved, That the office of Teacher, in our Common Schools, in- 
volving such responsibility, and such arduous duties, demands a higher 

ade of qualification than at present exists in this State; and to secure 

this, must receive a more liberal compenggtion, and a higher social con- 
sideration. ‘ 
. Resolved, That it is worthy of the serious consideration of Parenis 
and School Committees, how far the smaller children may be brought 
together ose Saat emery female teachers, and how far it may be prac- 
ticable and advisable to unite two or more adjoining districts, for the 
purpose of bringing the older scholars into a school of a higher order 
under a well qualified male teacher. 

Resolved, ‘That, aswhatever occasion we may have for thankfulness 
in consideration of our peace and prosperity asa people, is to be attrib- 
ited in a great measure, under Providence, to the virtue and intelligence 
disseminated through ail classes by our Common Schools; and, that 
as tthe continuance of this peace and prosperity depends upon the 
prevalence of virtue and intelligence; we therefore recommend to 
the clergy of alldenominations, to address their respective congrega- 
tions upon these all-important institutions, on, or about the time of the 
approaching anniversary of Thanksgiving, 

On motion, 8S. P. Beers, N. B. Smith, and Theron Rockwell, were 
appointed a Committee to nominate a President, and a Secretary, and 

reasurer, fora County Association. 

The Committee proposed the Hon. Samuel Church as President, and 
G. C. Woodruff, Esq. as Sectetary and Treasurer, and they were ac- 
cordingly appointed. " . 


The following gentlemen were elected Vice-Presidents : 


Litchfield, Jesse Stone, Norfolk, Rev. Joseph Eldridge, 
Barkhampsted, Jesse Ives, Plymouth, Rev. William Watson, 
Bethlehem, Joseph Ambler. Roxbury, Nathan B. Smith, 
Canaan, Wm. M. Burrall, Salisbury, William C. Sterling, ~ 
Colebrook, Charles B. Phelps, Sharon, William M. Smith, 
Cornwall, Nathaniel M. Urmston, Torrington, Israel Coe, 

Goshen, Erastus Lyman, Warren, Rev. Harley Goodwin, 
Harwinton, Andrew Abernethy, Washington, Samuel Averill, 
Kent, John R. Fuller, Watertown, Rev. F. Holcomb, 
New Hartford, Dr. 8. Willard, Winchester, James Bebee, 

New Milford, Rev. Noah Porter, Woodbury, Reuben’H. Hotchkiss. 


On motiof —Resolved, That the several Vice-Presidents of the As- 
sociation be requested to call meetings in the towns in which they 
reside, as soon as may be practicable, for the purpose of forming so- 
cieties to co-operate with the Association, in furthéranee of the ob- 
ject of its formation. 

A number of gentlemen were appointed to obtain subscribers for 
the “Common School Journal,” and to increase its circulation among 
the different School - Societies. 

Voted, That the Secretaries be requested to forward toeach Cier- 
gyman of the county a copy of the lution, recommending them 
to address their respective. congregations upon the subject of popular 
education. o 

Voted, That the President be authorized to call meetings of the 
Association at such time and place as he shall deem expedient. 

On motion—Rev. G. C. V. tman, George C. Woodruff, Esq. and 
Nelsén Brewster, Esq. were appointed to form a Constitution, to be 
presented at the next meeting of the Association, 

* * ” * * ” 
By order of the Association. 
G. C. V. Eastman, Secretary. 
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